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OPINION 


_ Proposed 


amendment 


mfringes — 
on parents’ 
rights 


. BLAKE PINTO 
Contributing Writer 


ometime in the next four 
weeks I will welcome my 
= first child, Evelyn, into this 
world, and she will defi- 
nitely be getting all of her vaccines. 
That is the decision her mother and 
I have made as parents, and it’s a 
choice that should be ours alone. 

In spite of what I perceive as 
pure ignorance from those who 
choose not to vaccinate their chil- 
dren, I believe that parents should 
still have the-choice. - 

California’s proposed amend- 
ment, SB 772, strong-arms parents 
into one choice: vaccination. The 
bill is a knee-jerk reaction to the 
now-ended measles outbreak that 
originated in Disneyland earlier 
this year. The proposed amendment 


You can lead 
a horse to 
water, but you 
can’t force it 
to vaccinate its 
colt. 


infringes upon the rights of parents 
to be, well, parents. 

Proposed by Senators Richard 
Pan and Ben Allen, SB 772 came 
about due to the growing frustra- 
tion with low vaccination rates in 
some Californian communities. 

If passed, it would remove the 
exemption for personal beliefs 
currently available to parents who 
do not believe in or agree with 
vaccinations; some cite religion, 
others cite preference for natural 
remedies. 

Instead, the only exemption 
would be medical, and if a parent 
did not have their child vaccinated 
for the list of state-mandated vac- 
cinations, which is an open-ended 
list, they would not be allowed 
to attend any child care service, 
private or public school. They 
would be left with no choice but to 
home school their children, which 
to many parents is not a plausible 
choice. 

There have been stories of rising 
tides of parents sometimes choos- 
ing the personal belief exemption 
because it was easier than filing all 
the necessary paperwork with a 
school or going through the process 


see VACCINE, page 5 


alifornia State University, Long Beach 


www.daily49er.com 


DAILY 49ER 


The City of Long Beach installed “smart” parking meters between Third Street and Pine Street on Monday. 


LOSING THE LOOSE CHANGE 


More than one thousand “smart” parking meters will soon be installed in the city. 


By MICHELLE VAZQUEZ 


_ Contributing Writer 


The process of replacing old coin- 
based parking meters in Downtown 
Long Beach with over 1,000 “smart 
ones” to meet meter needs officially 
began on Monday. 


Stirring — 
the pot 


ByROBERT GUERRERO 
Contributing Writer 


Through a cloud of smoke emerges 
a rainbow road to a Pot of Gold on a 
sunny, sunny April 20. 


Students at California State Univer- 


sity, Long Beach say 4/20, a weed-cul- 
ture holiday, blows up expectations. 

“A real stoner smokes everyday,” 
Carlos Martinez, a sophomore me- 
chanical engineering .student, said. 
“They don’t have to worry about 4/20.” 

Martinez said he is hopeful that 
the legalization of recreational con- 
sumption of marijuana is just a stone’s 
throw. away for California. He also 
said that marijuana is not only good 
for the state, Dut the*country as well. 
According to the Huffington Post, a 
2010 study from Cato showed legaliz- 
ing marijuana would generate nearly 
$9 million annually. 

“Based on an economical stand- 
point, I think that it could have bene- 
fits in various areas and I also don’t see 


The new smart parking meters will 
accept coins, debit and credit cards. 
The ‘organization projects the overall 
installation will take a four-week peri- 
od by installing approximately 350 to 
400 per week. 


“As a world class city with major, 


tourism,’ Seyron Foo, the manage- 


ment assistant for the City Manager's 


Office, said, “it’s going to be a huge con- 
venience for our visitors and our resi- 
dents to use their credit cards.” 

A parking meter study in August 
2014 that implemented pilot programs 
to test multi-space meters versus on- 
street parking concluded that drivers 
prefer single-space smart meters. 

The project began in Downtown 
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
UBRARY 
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Long Beach and will lead into Belmont 
Shore and the Pike over the course of 
the next four weeks. 

Foo said that the cost for the new 
meters would be abouit’$1-million: He 


see METERS, page 2 


Medical marijuana plants for sale at The Farmacy, a popular California medical marijuana dispensary, in 


November 2009. 


any detrimental factors that would be 
related to its legalization,” sophomore 
molecular biology student Shya Da- 
dashzadeh said. “It seems like it could 
have a lot of benefits.” 

Xochil Rincon, a junior journalism 
student, does not T-H-see any problem 
with people who smoke marijuana. 


She said that it is “odd” to have a whole - 


day to celebrate it. 

“I think it’s silly that people make a 
big deal about this day,” Rincon said. 
“If you smoke marijuana, why do you 
feel the need to have a day for it? I be- 
lieve alcohol is worse than marijuana 
but would I encourage people to start 
smoking? No. Do I judge. people who 
do smoke? No.” 


A study conducted by the Journal 
of Psychopharmacology found that 
cigarettes and alcohol pose more harm 
than cannabis. The Surgeon General’s 
Warning about Marijuana lists some 
of the known or suspected chronic ef- 
fects of marijuana usage as impaired 
immune response and _ short-term 
memory damage. 
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Micwact Ares | DarLy 49ER 
Three members of the Yimeng Dancers perform a dance with loose fans 
in the University Student Union Ballrooms. 


A'TASTE OF 
CULTURE 


The International Students As- 
sociation celebrates its 48th Annual 
Multicultural Dinner on Monday 
in the University Student Union 
Ballrooms. The ceremony featured 
music and dances from various 
countries around the globe. ISA’s 
Vice President Rubi Gonzalez said 
that the purpose of the dinner was to 
celebrate how beautiful color, people 


MicuaeL Ares | Daity 49ER 
Musician Ruiying Qin plays the 
pipa instrument during the 48th 
International Students Associa- 
tion’s Multicultural Dinner Show 
on Monday. 


and culture are. Chinese Folk Danc- 
er Annie Yu believes that the dances 
performed at the dinner not only 

are pleasing to look at, but can relate 
to everyone’s lives. For her dance, 
which resembled the full life of grass, 
Yu describes it as, “Going from 

birth we face challenges and getting 
beat down, but at the end there is a 
rebirth and going up again.” 


METERS © 


continued from page 1 


said that $750,465 of the budget is al- 
located for the meters and $441,995 for 
the sensors. These prices include sales 
tax that the city is paying. 

The sensors are the newest addition 
to the meters on top of the acceptance 
of debit and credit cards. The sensors 
are supposed to gather data on how 
each parking space is used. It tracks 
occupancy times to show if the city 
needs to adjust its enforcement hours 
in order to accommodate longer stays, 
Foo said. 

“During a community outreach in 
Belmont Shore, the city learned that 
residents use beyond two hours,’ Foo 
said. “The sensor data will be able to 
tell [the city] eventually the average . 
hour [an individual] uses a parking 
meter.” 

The city offered pamphlets, held 
meetings and conducted online sur- 
veys to educate Long Beach residents 
on what to expect from the new me- 
ters, Foo said. 

“The city... has done an excellent job 
reaching out to the community [about 
the meters]; Foo said. 

One of the pamphlets the city 
produced provides the public with a 
how-to on using the new features. One 
of the main new features the pamphlet 
outlines is the First Five Free button, a 
green button users can push to clock a 
free five minute stay at the meter. 

“The First Five Free program will 


help serve our local businesses by 
allowing patrons who need to make 
quick pick-ups and drop-offs the 
opportunity to do so without having 
to pay for parking,” Vice Mayor Suja 
Lowenthal said in a press release on 
April 20. 

Freshman mechanical engineering 
major Darcy Vincent said that she once 
spent about 30 minutes circling a block 
in Downtown Long Beach looking for 
a parking space. 

“Tt ll be good for those looking to 
park really quick,’ Vincent said. “It 
seems like a system that will help with 
the parking congestion.” 

‘The City of Long Beach Public 
Works website states that new rates 
will be applied and take immediate 
effect once a new smart parking meter 
is installed. The new rates range from 
$0.75 to $2 per hour, depending on the 
location. Parking rates will remain the 
same at old parking meters. 

The use of credit or debit cards 
would charge a transaction fee, but not 
to the user's card, Foo said. He said 
that the city would cover the transac- 
tion charges. 

“It seems like a pretty good plan,’ 
Vincent said. “Long Beach seems really 
crowded and there's always a lot of visi- 
tors downtown.” 

By installing these new meters, Long 
Beach joins other cities in Southern 
California, such as Santa Monica. 
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Hillary Clinton dismisses accusations over 
foundations connections 


KEENE, N.H. -- Hillary Rodham 
Clinton stepped away from the care- 
fully scripted stagecraft of her na- 
scent presidential campaign Monday 
to engage with the press - and the 
questions were immediately unpleas- 
ant. 

The first questions asked by re- 
porters who attended a roundtable 
with Clinton at a company here that 
manufactures furniture for small 
. children were not about her econom- 
ic policy or what she learned from 
talking with the factory workers. 

They were about the latest allega- 
tions surrounding her family’s foun- 
dation. After a series of recent media 
reports detailing large contributions 
to the foundation from foreign gov- 
ernments seeking favor with the 
United States, 

Clinton now faces fresh allega- 
tions in a new book about the foun- 
dation’s connections. The candidate 
was dismissive of the publication, 
characterizing it as a hit job. 

“We will be subjected to all kinds 
of distraction and attacks,” she said. 
“I am ready for that. That comes un- 
fortunately with the territory.” 

Clinton presided over a round- 
table with workers at the company, 
called Whitney Bros., with the con- 
fidence of a front-runner. A newly 
released CNN poll shows she is some 
60 points ahead of the next closest 
likely Democratic challenger, Ver- 
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders. 


OPESOTIER@GWALL.COLY 


But with a carefully honed hu- 
mility, Clinton is also making good 
on the assurances of her campaign 
staff that she is taking nothing for 
granted. : 

“This is exactly what I want to do, 
hear from New Hampshire about 
what is on their minds,” she told 
reporters after a discussion with 
company employees that touched 
on vocational education, child care, 
social security, drug abuse and other 
issues. “I want people to know I am 
listening. I am accessible and I am 
running a campaign about them.” 

New Hampshire has long been 
fond of the Clintons. It was here in 
1992 that Bill Clinton coined himself 
the “comeback kid.” In the run-up 
to the New Hampshire primary, his 
campaign was flailing amid allega- 
tions of an extramarital affair with 
Gennifer Flowers. 

Clinton, though, endeared himself 
to New Hampshire voters by travel- 
ing tirelessly throughout the state, 
refusing to let a case of laryngitis get 
in the way of his nonstop talk-a-thon 
and charm offensive. He finished a 
strong second, a catalyst for Clinton 
to go on to capture the nomination. 

And it was here in New Hamp- 
shire, too, that Hillary Clinton found 
her footing after a very rough start 
in Iowa to her 2008 presidential run. 
The candidate’s political history in 
the state stretches back to 1968, when 
as student at Wellesley College she 
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campaigned for Wisconsin Sen. Eu- 
gene McCarthy. 

McCarthy’s strong showing up- 
ended the race and factored into 
incumbent Lyndon Johnson’s deci- 
sion to later withdraw from the race 
altogether. By 2008, Clinton’s own 
surprise showing here revived a cam- 
paign in desperate need of a jolt. 

The win came after an emotional 
primary. eve, when the polls showed 
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Niu X1ao.e!/XinnuA/Sipa | USA/TNS 
Former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton addresses the press after 
attending the annual Women’s Empowerment Principles event at UN 
headquarters in New York on Tuesday, March 10, 2015. The potential 2016 
U.S. presidential contender defended her use of a personal email account 

for official communications, saying it was “for convenience.” 


Hillary Clinton down by double dig- 
its and the candidate famously im- 
pressed New Hampshire by the way 
she responded to a voter question 
about the rigors of the campaign. 

Seeming to choke back tears, she 
talked about what inspired her and 
showed voters a vulnerable, more 
human side to her personality, which 
resonated. 

Clinton is seeking to recreate some 


_ _-Experience managing; a nal team 
-Ability to mentor and teach others on how to sell dese 


of her New Hampshire magic, built 
on personal interactions and the em- 
pathy the Clintons conveyed for their 
anxieties about the economy. 

But it is proving more of a chal- 
lenge this time. As Clinton kicked off 
her New Hampshire effort Monday, 
the candidate could not go anywhere 
without being trailed by the media 
hordes. 

The lack of any serious Democratic 
challengers so far gives her little in- 
centive to go off script, which means 
authentic moments on the campaign 
trail are proving infrequent. 

Clinton, of course, may not need 
them. Her arrival here was in stark 
contrast to visits over the weekend 
by the major GOP candidates, who 
made their pitches at a political sum- 
mit. 

As Clinton limits her interaction 
with the media and carefully cali- 
brates her time in the spotlight, Re- 
publican candidates are maneuver- 
ing for attention. Most of them are 
garnering at least some by directing 
attacks at her. 

“It is worth noting that Republi- 
cans seem to be*talking only about 
me,” Clinton said. “I don’t know 
what they would be talking about if 
I weren’t in the race.” 


-Evan Halper, Tribune Washington °. 
Bureau 


_-Previous experience working with a a a newspaper or print 


INTERESTED? 
PLEASE CONTACT: 


Beverly Munson 
General Manager 
Daily 49er Newspaper and 
Dig Magazine 


562/985- 5736 


a beverly. munson@csulb. edu 


Tuespbay, Aprit 21, 2015 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


OpeDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


C)PINIONS 


Government, step away from the altar 


RUBEN D1Az 
Contributing Writer 


ame-sex marriage is on trial 
yet again. 
The Supreme Court of 
the United States will hear 
arguments Apr. 28 on whether states 
should be allowed to ban same-sex 
marriage. 

SCOTUS should grant citizens the 
right to marry whomever they want 
regardless of their sex, especially 
since the majority of states in the 
U.S. are already allowing it. 

According to Freedom to Marry, 
a website advocating for marriage 
equality, 37 states and Washington 
D.C. allow same-sex marriages. 

Although 74 percent of the states 
in the U.S. allow same-sex marriag- 
es, some of the states were originally 
against it. Florida was an example 
of such a state when it had a change 
of heart and struck down its 2008 
same-sex marriage ban last year. 

Other states would likely do 
the same, as the entire U.S. heads 
toward a society with more equal 
rights than ever. 

If SCOTUS allows states to ban 
same-sex marriage, it would set 
the civil rights movement back and 
make it more difficult for those 
states to rescind the decision like 
Florida did. 

“Preventing couples from marry- 
ing solely on the basis of their sexual 
orientation serves no governmental 


interest,” Florida judge Sarah Zabel 
wrote in last year’s ruling, according 
to MSNBC. “It serves only to hurt, 
to discriminate, to deprive same-sex 
couples and their families of equal 
dignity, to label and treat them as 
second-class citizens, and to deem 
them unworthy of participation in 
one of the fundamental institutions 
of our society.” 


SCOTUS should grant 
citizens the right to 
marry whomever they 
want regardless of 
their sex, especially. 
since the majority of 
states in the U.S. are 
already allowing it. 


Still, some people might argue 
that marriage is between a man and 
a woman, and anything else is not a 
marriage. But this claim can bring 
up some issues. For instance, why is 
marriage only. between a man and a 
woman, and who or what defines it 
this way? 

According to the Merriam- 
Webster dictionary, marriage is 
defined as “the state of being united 
to a person of the opposite sex as 
husband or wife in a consensual and 
contractual relationship recognized 
by law.” 

But it is also defined it as “the 


-at the beach, 


state of being united to a person of 
the same sex in a relationship like 
that of a traditional marriage.” 

Even the U.S. Supreme Court sees 
the definition, “marriage is between 
a man and a woman,” as unconsti- 
tutional. 

On Sept. 21, 1996, the Defense 
of Marriage Act was signed into 
law. According to section three of - 
DOMA, “the word ‘marriage’ means 
only a legal union between one man 
and one woman as husband and 
wife, and the word ‘spouse’ refers 
only to a person of the opposite sex 
who is a husband or a wife.” 

On June 26, 2013, the U.S. Su- 
preme Court ruled in a 5-4 vote that 
section three of DOMA is unconsti- 
tutional. ‘ 

This is another example of the 
country’s trend toward a more equi- 
table society. 

“The federal statute is invalid, for 
no legitimate purpose overcomes the 
purpose and effect to disparage and 
to injure those whom the State, by 
its marriage laws, sought to protect 
in personhood and dignity,” 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice An- 
thony Kennedy wrote in the major- 
ity opinion. “By seeking to displace 
this protection and treating those 
persons as living in marriages less 
respected than others, the federal 
statute is in violation of the Fifth 
Amendment.” 

Denying same-sex couples the 
ability to marry each other would 
also deny them of the benefits 
that opposite-sex couples receive 
through marriage. 
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Stephen Kuttner and Sandy Allen from Fort Lauderdale renew their 

vows at the “Love is Love” Beach Wedding on Fort Lauderdale beach 

on Feb, 5, 2015 in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention & Visitors Bureau organized the mass morning wedding after 
same-sex marriage became legal in Florida. 


According to the Human Rights 
Campaign, a national lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender civil rights 
organization, family and medical 
leave are some of the many things 
that marriage brings same-sex 
couples. 

“The Family and Medical Leave 
Act, [FMLA], guarantees family and 
medical leave to employees to care 
for parents, children or spouses,” 
according to the HRC website. 

“As currently interpreted, this law 
does not provide leave to care for a 


domestic partner or the domestic 
partner’s family member.” 

People can help support marriage 
equality by advocating for it or vol- 
unteering for a gay rights group. 

In the end, giving same-sex 
couples the ability to marry each 
other is just human decency and it 
is necessary in the movement to end 
the discrimination many couples 
still face. 


Ruben Diaz is a junior journalism 
major. 


Follow @49erSports 
on Twitter 


For all things LBSU 


www .daily49er.com/sports 


eege Selcchicn of loGiens. toys, 7 
Jingerie, shoes eime wore!... _ 


shows college 
ID Sor 15% 
‘discoun’. 


_ Sree boy: with 
ety Pp ‘eyes 
_ over Sb 


5e2- = “909 


OPINIONS 


OpeDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


TUESDAY, Apri 21, 2015 


_ Hearing through the blurred lines 


' Ler PHILLIPS 
Contributing Writer 


0 one can copyright a musi- 

cal genre, but that’s what 

Marvin Gaye’s surviving 

relatives seemed to believe 
when they sued Robin Thicke, Pharrell 
Williams and T.I. for $7.4 million last 
month. 

After their court victory, the Gaye 
family began speculating about 
another of Williams’ songs “Happy,” 
according to Billboard. Nona Gaye, 
Marvin's daughter, said it sounds a 


lot like Marvin’s song, “Ain’t That 
Peculiar.” 

It is clear that the beat of “Blurred 
Lines” is reminiscent of Gaye’s song, 
“Got to Give it Up,” and both songs feel 
like they have their roots in the late 
70s, but the ultimate sound and lyrics 
are completely different. 

However, this musical case did not 
play out well in court for present-day 
singers Thicke, Williams and T.1., 
when the jury determined that the 
song they created and produced was a 
case of copyright infringement. 

During the trial, the jurors didn’t 


’ listen to the full songs because of laws 


limiting a song’s representation in 
court to sheet music composition only, 


according to the LA Times. If the ju- 
rors had been able to.actually listen to 
the two songs, they may have decided 
the case differently. 


Musical style is 
not for sale. 


Also, there are plenty of artists who, 
in the past, have respected the music 
of others without appropriating their 
creative juices. — 

The more modern song was an 
inspiration, not a complete duplicate. 


Back in a 2013 interview with GQ 
magazine, Thicke said he remembered 
a conversation with Pharrell where 
they said they should make music with 
a similar groove to Gaye’s -- Thicke’s 
favorite artist. 

“The whole thing was done in a 
couple hours—normally, those are the 
best ones,” Thicke said in the interview. 
“[Williams] and I would go back and 
forth where I'd sing a line and he’d be 
like, “Hey, hey, hey!’ We started acting 
like we were two old men ona porch 
hollering at girls.” 

The lyrics of the songs in question 
are completely different. In “Got To 
Give It Up,” Gaye wants to let loose 
at a party where he feels shy, whereas 


“Blurred Lines” is a song about a man 
trying to pursue a woman. 

The case didn’t end well for Wil- 
liams, Thicke or T.I, but their attorney, - 
Howard King, brought up an impor- 
tant point when he said at the trial, “. 
.. No one owns a genre or a style or a 
groove. To be inspired by Marvin Gaye 
is an honorable thing,” according to 
the Hollywood Reporter. 

Though the Gaye family is not yet 
considering more legal action against 
Williams, they should never have been 
able to in the first place. 

Music from the past should be used 
to inspire the artists of today to create 
something new without the fear of a 
copyright infringement lawsuit. 


VACCINE 
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of actually vaccinating their child. That 
may have held a sliver of truth in the 
past, but not anymore. 

California already attempted to close 
that loophole in 2012 with AB 2109, 
which became law in Jan. 2014. It re- 
quires a doctor to advise parents who 
wish to attain a personal belief exemp- 
tion of the risks posed by forgoing vac- 
cinations. The doctor must then sign a 
document stating that they have coun- 
seled the parent. 


UNIVERS 


The recent outbreak has overshad- 
owed the fact that the law is actually 
doing its job. 

According to the California Depart- 
ment of Health Grade Immunization 
Results, childcare services, kindergar- 
ten and 7th grade students all reported 
decreases in personal belief exemption 
use for the first time in five years from 
2014 to 2015. The decreases were signifi- 
cant, with kindergartners leading the 
way at an enormous 21 percent decrease 


AT THE 
ITY BOOKSTORE 


in personal belief exemption rates. 

By educating parents and simply 
making it harder to receive an exemp- 
tion, California has nudged parents to 
do what modern science and countless 
studies have supported for years: vacci- 
nating their children. 

Like the old saying goes, you can lead 
a horse to water, but you can’t force it to 
vaccinate its colt. 

There are indeed public health risks, 
as the Disneyland outbreak taught us. 


at the beach 


And yes, it was most likely due to the 
very few who chose to fly against the 
winds of modern medicine. I acknowl- 
edge that, while also acknowledging 
that if there were another outbreak, my 
child would be better protected because 
of the choice I will make to vaccinate 
her. 

It is my job to protect her as best I 
can, but that responsibility does not ex- 
tend to telling other people what to do 
with their children. 


: To learn how to become a part 
of The Daily 49er Staff — 


SB 722 is an overreaction. When my 
newborn daughter receives her first 
vaccinations, I will be extremely grate- 
ful that she was born in a time where 
science has afforded her the power of 
immunity. I hope to still be thankful 
to live in a state where it is a parent’s 
choice. 


Blake Pinto is a junior journalism 
major. 
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Mall F fe 2: A Segw 


We should all know 
not to trust Adam 
Sandler by now. 


By GENE KuMaGaI 
Contributing Writer 


The slapstick, Rubenesque mall security 
guard returned to theater marquees over the 
weekend, starring in a mildly-anticipated se- 
quel difficult to label as anything other than 
a soulless cash-in dependent on past success. 

In all fairness, the “Paul Blart: Mall Cop 
2? is perfectly sufficient in comedic enter- 
tainment ... if you're yet to age past 10. Di- 
rector Andy Fickman’s sequel relies heavily 
on a slew of exhausted clichés, tasteless writ- 
ing and dying social norms. 

The film hit theaters on Friday, raking in 
$24 million in the U.S. during its opening 
weekend, according to Deadline, an online 
entertainment magazine. 

While falling short of the original’s $31.8 
million opening weekend, “Mall Cop 2” is 
still shaping up to be a moderately success- 
ful money-grab. 

The sequel starts six years after its 2009 


Student and faculty 
composers performed 
using primarily laptops. 


By AMANDA MERCADO 
Contributing Writer 


Those sitting in the Daniel Recital 
Hall on Friday evening were immersed 
in darkness, save for a flashing screen 
backdrop and the white laptop glow 
from Mac’s signature apples. 

‘A spider-web of tangled cables flowed 
from the six performer's tech-based 
instruments, producing sounds that 
ranged from cacophonies to melodies. 

“Laptop Ensemble and Modular Syn- 
thesis” at the Daniel Recital Hall con- 
sisted of student and faculty composers 
performing original pieces of music. 

The performances included works 
created using modular synthesizers 
and live visuals by multimedia instal- 
lation artist Vav Vavrek. 

“We like to think of ourselves as a 
chamber group—like a string quar- 
tet—except with laptops,” Tim Cum- 
mins, a member of the Laptop Ensem- 
ble, said. 

At first glance it would appear that 
the performers were duking it out on a 
multiplayer video game with control- 
lers in hand; however, they were using 
controllers to manipulate their instru- 
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Software symphonies: t 


original; with the titular lead Paul Blart 
(Kevin James) heading to a Vegas hotel to 
attend a security guard convention. Typi- 
cal big-comedy buffoonery is a matter-of- 
course, and a conveniently scheduled heist 
offers up a meager attempt at establishing 
the plot. 

It shouldn't be difficult to predict where 
things go from there, whether you've seen 
the first film or not. 

“Mall Cop 2” is essentially a circus freak- 
‘show with a less honest label, and its actors 
know it. 

Each “actor” delivers their lines with the 
same amount of finesse with which they 
were written, genuine facial expressions 
are borderline extinct and immersion is so 
shallow that blinking at the wrong time will 
yank you straight out of the film and back to 
staring at what are supposed to be characters 
parading around onscreen. 

“Look! I'm fat and loud and obnoxious, 
isn’t that funny?!” No, Kevin—it’s not any- 
more. 

Worse still, the film bullheadedly adheres 
to its arsenal of fat-shaming, forced pratfalls, 
thinly-veiled misogyny and obvious melo- 
drama. Instead, Fickman could have opted 
for potentially interesting character or plot 
developments. 

The film seems to deliberately ignore the 
dynamic of contempt between Blart and an 


ments, which ranged from a cacophony 
to melodious sounds. 

“Tt was funky!” Matt Pogue, a faculty 
multi-instrumentalist performer and 
graphic artist for the Bob Cole Conser- 
vatory, said. 

“What they chose to use as timbres 
is really unusual; that’s what makes it 
totally different,” he continued, mo- 
tioning toward the laptops. “I would 
describe this as musicality and technol- 
ogy colliding to push the boundaries of 
what-we know as music.” 

Even though the group uses laptops 
to create music, Zaq Kenefick, a stu- 
dent ensemble member, emphasized 
the difference between the type of 
music they create and other types of 
music created using computers, such 
as electronic dance music. 

“Tt’s still classical music; this is 21st 
century classical music,” the senior 
composition studies major at CSULB 
said. “We wrote it to be played in a con- 
cert hall.” 

Instead of traditional instruments, 
they use a computer program called 
Max MSP, Cummins said. 

The software was originally devel- 
oped in the mid-1980s as an outlet for 
composers to create interactive com- 
puter music while MSP allows for the 
manipulation of audio signals in real- 
time, according to its website. 

“We're augmenting experimental 
classical music with full electronics,” 
Kenefick said as he hastily cleaned 
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exotically-accented Eduardo Furtillo (Edu- 
ardo Verastegui), head of hotel security, in 
favor of Blart’s arbitrary wooing of Furtillo’s 
girlfriend, Divina (Daniella Alonso). It’s 
frustrating to see the film come close to par- 
tial decency, if only the writers would take a 
break from anticipating paychecks for a few 
moments to exercise a bit of critical thought. 

The final nail in “Mall Cop 2’s” coffin is 
Kevin James’ favoritism for his own charac- 
ter. His part in co-writing the film corrupts 
his willingness to throw Blart through any- 
thing more unpleasant than the same old 
lighthearted gags. 

In.a movie that is all about making fun of 
its main character, the plot doesn’t have the 
gall to do anything more than wrench a few 
reflexive chuckles out of its hostage audi- 
ence. 

However, for all of its faults, “Mall Cop 2” 
steers clear of the greater sin of taking itself 
too seriously. 

What you get is what you see on the box: 
a clumsy lead with a mundane career path 
stumbling miraculously through circum- 
stances that have been blown far. out of 
proportion. It’s the kind of movie that kids 
drag their parents to and look back on with 
a bit of shame in their later years: 

“Mall Cop 2” is a stupid comedy, and 
you will laugh once or twice no matter how 
much you don’t want to. 


up the wire-ridden stage post perfor- 
mance. “It’s the same as going to see a 
string quartet or an orchestra. Instead, 
we're playing laptops.” 

Although most of the students in 
Laptop Ensemble are in the music de- 
partment, director of the ensemble Dr. 
Martin Herman said it’s not just for 
composition students. 

“We've had a film major and a phys- 
ics major,” he said. “It’s really open to 
anybody; you don’t have to be a trained 
musician.” 

Laughing, Cummins reminisced 
about how he joined the Laptop En- 
semble. 

“I was sitting in here one day when 
I was a sophomore and they were like, 
‘Come join laptop ensemble!” he said. 
“That was how I got into it.” 

The program’s original approach to 
music lured Kenefick to join. He said 
that he exhausted his immediate re- 
sources when it came to things that 
hadn’t already been done. 

Sound technician and composi- 
tion instructor Rychard Cooper was 
also one of the faculty performers that 
night. 

“The more technology advances, the 
more flexibility you have for how you 
can create sound,” Cooper said. “It’s re- 
ally open-ended. You can do anything.” 

The Laptop Ensemble rehearses ev- 
ery Friday, and will be performing at 
the University Art Museum on May 7 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 
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10. Announcements 


Paid research study at the University of 
Washington 

We are looking for men and women aged 18-25 
years old to participate in a study on health 
behaviors. 

Earn up to $75 in gift certificates of a 
select number of merchants. 

Visit: http://depts.washington.edu/uwstarr 


30. School & Instruction 


Take Oceanography Online this Summer 

and never enter a classroom! Geology 160 

will be taught by Bruce Perry from May 

26- Aug 14. 

Learn about he ocean and earn 3 units of 

sta y U p GE science credit towards graduation from 
CSULB. 


to date 


35. Employment Opportunites 


with D49er 


New business expand to China, Japan and 
Philippines. Leaders wanted here and abroad. 
Call 562-425-1989 


twe ets leave name/phone #/best time to call. 


Young Entrepreneur Program - Be your own 
boss F 
www.tinyurl,com/ebilane2 


facebook. 
@dailyA9er 


Goto 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


40. Misc. for Sale 


Business idea for sale. Welcome municiple 
mayors. Seeking multi-billion $ funding for 
new football stadium Tax payers free 
310.521.9961 
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SOFTBALL 


Hitting records and leadership are just a part of the 
senior shortstop’s legacy. 


By Josu Bane 
Staff Writer 


Shayna Kimbrough waits at third base, 
ready to tag up and score when the UC Davis 
outfielder makes the catch. She races home 
and crosses the plate without realizing that 
she is now tied for most runs in Long Beach 


‘State history. 


An ordinary home game against UC Davis 
on March 29 went in the record books, and the 
milestone went unnoticed by Kimbrough, who 
only cared about the 8-0 win. 

The senior shortstop said individual records 
and awards are distractions rather than ac- 
complishments for her. 

It’s just that she takes pride in valuing the 
team above anything else. 

“TI feel like] maybe if I keep hearing or 
checking [the stats] I'll just be thinking about 
them too much,” Kimbrough explained. “I 
don’t like to do that.” 

For a player that has received individual 
accolades most of her career, Kimbrough said - 
she does not let success get to her head. 


ob 


Shayna is one of the 

best people you’ll 

ever meet...She’s just 

a really good friend. 99 


-Leilani Tupua-Tautalatasi, 
senior centerfielder 


“My grandma, she’s a big softball fan, 
so she’ll be like, ‘you’re about to break this 
record,” Kimbrough admitted. “And I’ll say, ‘I 
don’t want to know! Just don’t tell me!” 

After flourishing in high school,-Kim- 
brough produced 54 hits, 24 runs and a .273 
batting average as a freshman and earned an 
All-Big West honorable mention. 

The following season, she hit .374, the 
second-highest average in a season in school 
history. Her numbers earned her the 2013 Big 
West Player of the Year award. It was more 
of the same her junior year. She hit .395 and 
broke her own record with the new second- 
highest average in a season at LBSU. 

She totaled 34 runs and 73 hits that season 
and won her second major conference award 
in a row when she was named 2014 Big West 
Defensive Player of the Year. 

Like all the other awards, she shrugged it 
off. 

“I feel like ’m not the type of person that’s 
like, ‘oh my god, I got that!’ I’m really not,” 
Kimbrough said. “I mean, it was cool to get 


[two major awards], but I wasn’t talking about 
it for days. What I do like about it is that 


‘winning those awards means I made my team 


better, I guess.” 

Head coach Kim Sowder said she wanted 
Kimbrough at LBSU after only watching her 
play once. Sowder admits she recruited her 
primarily for abilities on defense, and that she 
was willing to sacrifice some offense for an 
exceptional shortstop. She calls herself lucky 
that she got both with Kimbrough. 

“Shortstops are hard to find,” Sowder said. 
“And she was really consistent and made all 
the plays. [She] had great mechanics, and then 
offensively she had the short game. 

She had some power and speed. I mean, she 
was kind of a no-brainer.” 

On Kimbrough’s end, coming to LBSU was 
also an easy decision. The 49ers were the first 
to show real interest in bringing her in; and 
she immediately jumped at the chance to play 


for The Beach. 


“[LBSU] was my first offer,” Kimbrough 
said. “When I came here on my visit, the city 
and the coaches were ues amazing [and] so 
positive.” 

Now in her final season as a 49er, Kim- 
brough, originally recruited for her defensive 
abilities, is on pace to finish as Long Beach 
State’s all-time leader in three major offensive 
categories; hits, runs and batting average. 

When she breaks any of those records, she 
said she would probably not be the first to 
know. Her teammates are quick to heap praise 
on her. Her best friend, senior centerfielder 
Leilani Tupua-Tautalatasi, admits to admir- 
ing Kimbrough enough to follow her to LBSU 
from Oxnard. 

“She influenced me to come here,” Tupua- 
Tautalatasi said. “Shayna is one of the best 
people you'll ever meet. She’s kind, she’s 
humble and she’s very good. She’s not selfish. 
She’s just a really good friend.” 

Kimbrough’s goals after softball reflect 
Tupua-Tautalatasi’s description of her friend’s 
altruism. Kimbrough wants to either coach 
young girls at the Major League Baseball 
Urban Youth Academy, or become a juvenile 
probation officer. 

“I want to help kids in some way,” Kim- 
brough said. “I feel like if I make a difference 
in someone’s life... I don’t know, that’s cool to 
me. I can take pride in that.” 

When her time at LBSU does come to an 
end, Kimbrough said she would remember 
the atmosphere around the diamond and her 
teammates the most. She also said she might 
even appreciate the individual awards one day 
in retrospect. 

“(Pll miss] being with the team every day 
and coming out here and working for the 
same goals,” Kimbrough said. “To be Big West 
champs.” 


Bossy YAGAKE | Datty 49ER 
Long Beach State shortstop Shayna Kimbrough prepares to bat in Saturday's game against 
Cal State Fullerton. 
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